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et al. Respond
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In our article (Xue et al. 2010), we cited Petito 
Boyce et al. (2008) based on their major con-
clusion stated at the end of their abstract that, 
“typical and high-end background exposures 

to inorganic arsenic in U.S. populations do 
not present elevated risks of carcinogenicity.” 
We agree with Petito Boyce et al. that we 
“missed an opportunity to provide additional 
support for” our overall conclusions, and very 
much appreciate that they have offered this 
detailed comparison showing the agreement 
between our modeling results.

Our discussion of Petito Boyce et al. 
(2008)’s conclusions was intended to bolster 
the need to develop a more comprehensive 
analysis of the sources of inorganic arsenic  
exposure, not to suggest that their exposure 
analysis was incomplete or inaccurate.
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The main goal of the AuthorAID site is to allow early career  
researchers in developing countries to find mentors who can help 
them to progress their research careers. Finding committed  

mentors is therefore essential to the success of the project.

What sort of potential mentor is AuthorAID looking for?
• An experienced researcher, with a track record of publications
• Someone who is diplomatic and can encourage and support  
 early-career researchers in developing countries
• Someone who is committed and enthusiastic and who is not  
 looking for academic gain

What skills do I need? 
We’re seeking experienced researchers who may be able provide 

advice on some or all of the following:

• Research methods and analysis
• Appropriate journals for submitting manuscripts (including both  
 international and regional journals)
• Manuscript preparation
• Writing style
• The peer review process and how to respond to referees’ comments
• Presentations and posters
• Preparing grant proposals
• Scientific communication in general

How does the mentoring process work?
Setting up a mentoring relationship can be done entirely online, via the 
following steps:

• Register for AuthorAID and indicate that you are interested in becoming 
 a mentor.
• Fill in your AuthorAID profile with as much detail as possible so that  
 potential mentees can find you.
• Wait for potential mentees to contact you via the AuthorAID messaging 
 system, or use our Member Search to find a potential mentee.
• Start a conversation and establish rapport with your potential mentee 
 using AuthorAID’s messaging system.
• If you both agree to mentoring, follow a link to set up a formal online  
 learning agreement and obtain a collaborative online mentoring  
 workspace. 

Need more help?
You can read more about this in the AuthorAID website guidelines 
and the Guidelines for Mentors: Mentoring Relationships. For a more 
general example of how AuthorAID might work, follow Rahim on his 
Mentoring Journey.

If you have specific questions, please feel free to contact us at  
authoraid@inasp.info

Join AuthorAID now!  |  http://www.authoraid.info/

Make a difference 
Sign up to become an AuthorAID mentorSupporting Developing Country Researchers 

in Publishing Their Work


